
 

GIFTS TO  
PILOCYTIC PILOMYXOID 

RESEARCH FUND  
at 

JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICINE 
 

There are many ways of making a gift to  
the Pilocytic Pilomyxoid Research Fund. 

 
One can provide support through: 

• Outright gifts 
• Pledge payments payable over a 

period of time 
• Life-income gift arrangements 
• Bequests 

 
A gift may be made in many forms: 

• Cash 
• Securities 
• Real estate 
• Personal property 

 
All gifts are made payable to  
“Johns Hopkins Medicine” and  
are restricted for use only by the  
Pilocytic Pilomyxoid Research Fund. 
 

 

 

WHAT IS THE 
PILOCYTIC PILOMYXOID 

RESEARCH FUND? 
 

The Pilocytic (PA/Pilomyxoid 
Astrocytoma (PMA) Research Fund has 
been set up at the Johns Hopkins Medical 
Institute to fund scientific research for this 
type of brain tumor. No grant or foundation 
funding has been available for this form of 
tumor because it is so rare.  

 However, there are many families 
experiencing the tragedy of this tumor in 
their lives and in that of their children. We 
invite you to help bring awareness of this 
rare disease to help researchers and families 
understand, diagnose, and conquer this 
disease by continuing research for both 
treatment and cure of pediatric brain 
tumors. 

For further gift information 

please contact: 

Pilocytic Pilomyxoid Research Fund 
Department of Pathology 
Johns Hopkins Medicine  

100 N. Charles Street, Suite 437 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

(410) 516-8987 
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JOHNS   HOPKINS   MEDICINE 
 

Consistently ranked the number      
one hospital by U.S. News & World Report, 
Johns Hopkins Medicine was founded on the 
principle that the best medical care comes from 
an integrated mission of research, education 
and patient care.  Since the institution’s 
inception, there have been many dramatic 
discoveries that have had a direct impact on 
patient care. 

One of the most promising areas for 
innovative discovery is in the neuropathology 
of pediatric brain tumors.  Two researchers 
leading the way are Dr. Peter Burger and      
Dr. Charles Eberhart who are committed to 
helping children with pilocytic and pilomyxoid 
brain tumors.  Pilocytic astrocytomas are low 
grade tumors generally occurring in children.  
Pilomyxoid astrocytomas, with related 
appearance, are a more aggressive tumor type.  
Little is known about the genetic alterations 
that differentiate pilomyxoid from pilocytic 
astrocytomas, or what causes any of these 
tumors to form.   

In order to identify the molecular 
changes in these tumors, Drs. Burger and 
Eberhart are conducting The Pilocytic/Pilomyxoid 
Research Study.  This study will seek to collect and 
analyze a group of these uncommon tumors in 
order to identify molecular diagnostic markers 
and more effective treatments. 

 

 

PEDIATRIC   BRAIN   TUMOR   RESEARCH 
 

Dr. Peter C. Burger 
obtained his 
undergraduate degree 
from Oberlin College in 
Ohio and his medical 
degree from 
Northwestern 
University in Chicago, 
Illinois.  After 
completing his residency 
in Pathology and a 

fellowship in Neuropathology at Duke 
University Medical Center, he joined the faculty 
at Duke and served as Director of 
Neuropathology from 1984 to 1993.  In 1993, 
he joined the Johns Hopkins Medicine faculty 
as professor of Pathology, Oncology and 
Neurosurgery.  Dr. Burger is recognized 
internationally as an expert in Neuropathology 
and is renowned for his diagnostic skills in 
identifying brain tumors.  He lectures 
worldwide, and serves as a consultant to the 
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center and St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.  He has 
published more than 300 peer-reviewed 
scientific articles and numerous book chapters, 
and is co-author of “Surgical Pathology of the 
Nervous System and Its Coverings,” the leading 
textbook of surgical neuropathology.  Dr. 
Burger is active in numerous professional 
societies and advisory boards, and in 1997, was 
awarded the Farber Award for research in 
neuro-oncology by the American Association 
of Neurological Surgeons. 

 

 
Dr. Charles Eberhart 
obtained his undergraduate 
degree in biochemistry 
from the University of 
Texas at Austin where he 
was elected into Phi Beta 
Kappa.  He spent one year 
at the Max Planck Institute 
in Munich for his graduate 

studies prior to completing his M.D. and Ph.D. 
degrees at Southwestern Medical School in Dallas.  
In 1999, Dr. Eberhart came to Johns Hopkins 
Medicine to complete a residency in anatomical 
pathology, and a fellowship in neuropathology 
prior to joining the faculty in 2001.  Dr. Eberhart, 
an Associate Professor in the Division of 
Neuropathology, works as both a diagnostic 
neuropathologist and a scientist studying how 
childhood brain tumors can be better classified 
and treated.  He has helped   Dr. Burger describe 
several new pediatric brain tumor variants.  He 
also directs a research laboratory focused on 
understanding the molecular genetics and 
pathobiology of pediatric brain tumors.  Dr. 
Eberhart has published over 50 research articles, 
and is a member of numerous neuropathology 
and neuro-oncology organizations, and is on the 
editorial board of the Journal of Neuro-Oncology and 
the Journal of Neuropathology and Experimental 
Neurology.  He has received multiple awards and 
honors, including Merck and March of Dimes 
Graduate Fellowships, a Howard Hughes 
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship for Physicians, 
and Career Awards from the Burroughs 
Wellcome Fund and the National Institutes of 
Health.  


