
Collection Instructions 

Patient and provider information (Please see attached, ThinPrep Collection Techniques). 

Collection Instructions using the endocervical Brush/ spatula 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Additional instructions 

 

Cervical/ endocervical 

1. Obtain cervical or endocervical sample as described above. 

2. Bag ThinPrep specimens individually, samples might leak during transport. 

3. Label the vial (must contain 2 patient identifiers) and the bag. 

 



Vaginal 

1. Obtain a vaginal scraping from the posterior fornix with a cervical spatula. 

2. Bag ThinPrep specimens individually, samples might leak during transport. 

3. Label the vial (must contain 2 patient identifiers) and the bag. 

 

Collection instructions for Anal Paps 

  



Anal pap 

1. Visualize the anal opening. 

2. Insert Dacron swab or cytobrush past internal anal sphincter until it reaches the distal 

rectal wall (4-5cm). 

3. Rotate the swab 360 degrees and maintain lateral pressure on swab against the walls of 

the anus.  

4. While rotating, slowly withdraw the swab. 

5. Rotate at least 10 times while withdrawing the swab. This should take 20 to 30 seconds. 

6. Immediately place swab in the ThinPrep vial. Rotate for 20 to 30 seconds in the ThinPrep 

solution. 

7. Dispose of the swab. 

8. Tighten the cap. 

9. Bag ThinPrep specimens individually, samples might leak during transport. 

10. Label the vial (must contain 2 patient identifiers) and the bag. 

 


